
 

The Bill presented by Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy in 
the Rajya Sabha on May 7, 2013. 

 
 
"Having regard to the facts that, - 
 
(i) the Indian Constitution draws its framework from the Government of India Act, 

1935 as passed by the British Parliament; 
 
(ii) the Constitution of India was adopted on 26th January, 1950;  
 
(iii) the Constitution of India adopted the Westminster Parliamentary form of 

Democracy; 
 
(iv) the present democratic system has adopted the majoritarian Parliamentary 

form of Government; 
 
(v) various Governments at the Centre have moved to amend the Constitution 118 

times and have amended the Constitution 98 times; 
 
(vi) the Constitution of India believes in the federal polity where it has envisaged 

the separation of powers between the legislature, judiciary and the executive;  
 
(vii) India is the largest democracy in the world but it has failed to achieve the basic 

objectives enshrined in the Constitution; 
 
(viii) there is a growing mistrust in the functioning of the Indian democracy thus 

giving rise to social movements; 
 
(ix) several movements in rural and urban areas are in the form of civil society 

movements involving the middle class and growing violent forms of naxalism in 
several rural areas due to dysfunctional governments, lack of delivery and 
accountability; 

 
(x) there is growing distrust among the citizens of the country giving rise to several 

debates on honesty and integrity of polity and need to have strict anti-graft 
laws; 

 
(xi) the falling standards of Indian polity are matter of concern; 
 
(xii) the participation of unsocial elements in the democratic process has raised 

several eye-brows and has led to witness several cases of corruption in the 
States and at the Centre; 

 



(xiii) provision of whips on legislators, filing affidavits of having no criminal record 
and regarding assets and liabilities to contest elections, imposition of anti 
defection laws, curbs on election expenditure have all been legislated to 
establish the credibility of elected representative or to restrain selection of 
people indulging in such activities, making the very basics of electability a 
suspect; 

 
(xiv) there is an urgent need to look into the existing Parliamentary form of 

Government vis-à-vis its achievements in the last 63 years; 
 
(xv) there is a need to relook the democratic process and consider delinking 

the executive from elected political representatives, both in the States 
and at the Centre; 

 
(xvi) there is a need to devise a system where lawmakers are themselves not 

the implementers of the law; 
 
(xvii) there is a need to look for a system where the elected representatives 

confine themselves to framing of laws and hold others accountable for 
implementation of law, rather than be implementers of law themselves; 
and 

 
(xviii) there is a need to look into the pattern of the democratic process overall 

and for looking into the process of direct elections for chief executive at 
the Centre and States opting for Constitutional change ushering a regime 
of direct accountability to the person elected for the administration of the 
country, this House urges upon the Government to make provisions in 
the Constitution of India for ensuring separation of Executive from 
Legislature and that the elected representatives of a majority party do not 
hold executive or ministerial positions." 

 
 

It may be observed that the bill is a true model of Presidential 
Democracy as envisaged by the Forum for Presidential Democracy in 
its manifesto, calling for a direct election of the Executive Head of the 
Government, separation of cabinet from legislature and providing 
freedom to the legislators to vote without the compulsion of party-
whip. Shri Rajiv Pratap Rudy deserves full compliments for this bold 
initiative. 


